











Achievements of Note
_

RCC FACULTY MEMBER NAMED #1IN THE COUNTRY

For the last three decades, Elaine Padilla, PhD,
Professor of Social Sciences, has entered her
classroom at Rockland Community College
with an energy and excitement that ignites
students with an enthusiasm for learning and
the confidence to succeed.

Now, Dr. Padilla has been recognized with

the top national award from the Association
of Community College Trustees. As recipi-
ent of ACCT's Regional Award for Excellence
in Faculty for the Northeast, Dr. Padilla was
selected from among the five regional winners
for the highest honor , the William H. Meardy
Faculty Member Award, named in honor of
ACCT’s founding executive director, who

Whether teaching Sociology or Anthropology,
Elaine brings to her classroom her extensive

international travel experience, commitment to
community service and compassion for others.

Dr. Padilla was a Fulbright Fellow in Japan
and Korea and the recipient of numerous
state and national awards, such as the SUNY

Distinguished Service Professor, the highest
honor awarded by SUNY.

At RCC, she initiated Assessment and
Placement procedures for incoming students,
developed a center fostering excellence in
teaching and learning, and helped formulate
a required course, “Pluralism and Diversity in
America.”

championed the concept of faculty excellence

as the foundation of success of the community

college movement.

With her credentials and expertise, Dr.

Padilla could teach anywhere. However, she
has chosen to shape her career at Rockland
Community College because she is convinced
that the community college is “where the action is.”

Having earned a PhD in Urban Sociology and
Demography, she continues to conduct re-
search and meet with specialists in the field. Her
research and passionate commitment have led
her to be an advocate for curriculum develop-
ment that includes global concerns and human
rights issues.

RCC Foundation Golf Outing Raises $34,000 for Scholarships

The Rockland Commu-
nity College Foundation
raised $34,000 at its
30th annual Golf
Outing in August at
Spook Rock Golf
Course in Suffern. A
total of 121 golfers
registered for the event
and more than 90
participated despite
rainy conditions that
abated just before
tee-off.

“We have had participants who have been coming nearly every year since
we started,” said Don Cairns, the Foundation’s executive director, noting
that mainstay Frank Michaels has taken part all but one year. “Many have
been coming for 10, 15, 20 years. The social aspect is equally important.
It's as much a friend-raising’ as it is a fund-raising.”

At dinner following the event, the Foundation honored the Kurz Family
Foundation as its 2013 “Person of the Year” in recognition of its generous
financial support over many years. Edythe (who died in 2011) and Herb
Kurz and their son, Leonard Kurz, have been staunch benefactors for
RCC’s neediest students, offering services and assistance not covered by
financial aid, scholarships or other programs. Among other contributions,
their foundation underwrote a pair of challenge grants that mobilized
community backing for the College The first, a $100,000 grant resulting
in more than $230,000 for students’ tutoring and other much-needed
help, and the second a $250,000 grant that will yield gifts surpassing
$570,000 over five years.

Funds raised by the Foundation’s golf outing go toward student schol-
arships and other programs to benefit RCC students. Since 1982, the
Foundation has awarded more than $3 million in scholarships to students
who excel academically and/or demonstrate financial need. Last year the
Foundation awarded $350,000 in scholarships and other student support.
“Funding from the Foundation enables students to support their dreams,”
Cairns said.

The outing was co-chaired by local businessmen Ken Helman and
John Piccininni.

José Canta, a nationally acclaimed spoken-word artist, inspired RCC students with his pow-
erful message about transforming even tragic moments into beauty.



In The Community

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH

This program will create the look and feel of the
Harlem Renaissance, focusing on the 1920s, a time
of fascinating and productive creativity of African
Americans in dance, music, literature, philosophy and
art that signaled a pivotal time in American history.

There will also be an accompanying black and white
photo exhibit depicting the personages, style and
times of the Harlem Renaissance, location TBD.

Presented by the African American Historical Society
of Rockland County in partnership with the RCC
Performing Arts Department and African American
History Month Committee.

Info: Wylene B. Wood 845-362-2126

A CLIMDSE OF THE HARLEM DENAISSANCE

Tuesday, February 25, Cultural Arts Theater
Pre-registered school groups 10 am-Noon
Open to the public 7-9 pm

Free admission

Langston Hughes, poet, 1943
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ora Neale Hurston, author, 1938
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PASSINGS

Libby Bay, retired Professor of
English and chair of the English
Department and Humanities
Division, died August 16 at her
home in Manhattan at age 80.
Formerly of Spring
Valley,Professor Bay served the
college for 42 years, from 1965
to 2007. She co-founded the
Mentor/Talented Students
Honors Program with Sam
Draper, initiated the Center for
Excellence in Teaching and
Learning, and played an integral role in the establishment of college-wide
assessment and placement procedures.

Professor Bay received many awards during her teaching career, includ-
ing the SUNY Chancellor's Award for Excellence in Teaching. She was
conferred Professor Emerita status by the Board of Trustees in 2012.

Professor Bay received her BA in English from Hunter College and MA in
English from the University of Chicago. She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Dr. Morris Bay, in 2001 and brother, Dr. Ira Goldstein, in 2003. She
is survived by her sister, two daughters, two grandsons, a great-grandson
and other relatives.

Anne Skahen, who served on the College’s Board of Trustees from 1972-
1979, died April 16 at age 96. Born and raised in New York City, she re-
sided in Stony Point for 66 years until her passing. She was predeceased in
1983 by her husband, John F. Skahen, a former Rockland County district
attorney, County Court and Surrogate Court judge, and state Supreme
Court justice. Her oldest son, Michael, died May 9, 2013.

Skahen was a 1942 graduate of the College of New Rochelle. She was an

active member of Immaculate Conception Church, where she was a lec-

tor and CCD teacher for many years, and also volunteered at Letchworth
Village Developmental Center. She is survived by one son, her daughter,

grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Linda Jane Halk-Domitrovits, who taught Nursing from 2005-2008,
died on April 28 at the age of 62. She was a Diabetes Nurse Practitioner
and Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner, recognized as a Top Nurse
of 2010 by the International Association of Nurses. She also taught at
Columbia University. She is survived by her children, grandson and
siblings.

Kenneth (“Chip”) W. Savoury 10, passed away on April 19 at the age of
35. A talented artist, he graduated from RCC with a degree in Fine Arts.
He is survived by his mother, Amy, a former RCC employee, and seven
siblings.
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DECEMBER

2 s Chanukah Concert: Lipa Live
LI CPA Updates

6 e Entrepreneurship Competition
7-8 ...... Gymnastics Invitational

8 . Hudson Vagabond Puppets

13 e RCC Senior Citizens

13,14 & 15 ...... RYDE Nutcracker

13 e Athletic League Track Meet
14-15 ... Indoor Soccer Tournament
21-22.... Indoor Soccer Tournament
27 oo Pearl River Track Meet

28-29 .. Wrestling Tournament

UPCOMING EVENTS
JANUARY
2-3 ...... Athletic League Track Meet
4-5 ......Indoor Soccer Tournament
L CPA Updates
6-13 ..... Art in London
7 e Nurses Pinning
10 . Athletic League Track Meet
12-14 ... Bais Yaakov HS Show
14 ... New Student Orientation
17 oo Athletic League Track Meet
18 oo Spring Semester Begins
19 e Indoor Soccer Tournament
20 ... Suffern HS Track Invitational
22 ... CORE College Readiness Program
24-26 ..
3 e Athletic League Track Meet

International Auto Show

WINTERSESSION

January 2-17, 2014

Earn up to 4 credits in 3 weeks!

TRANSFER YOUR CREDITS!

Only $174/ credit

REGISTER NOW
IN THE TECHNOLOGY CENTER, 15" FLOOR.
www.sunyrockland.edu/go/wintersession

fl&

CONNECT WITH US

www.facebook.com/sunyrcc
www.twitter.com/sunyrockland
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FEBRUARY

African American History Month

12 . Indoor Soccer Tournament

4-5 ...... Black Achievement Awards

7-9 ......Suburban Home Show

8- 9 ..... Bais Yaakov D'Rav Hirsch Show

Mo, Black Achievement Awards
14-17 ... Northeast RV Show

21-23 ... Dog Show

25 ... Harlem Renaissance Show

26 ... Irish Culture Crossroads Ceili
27 -March 2 .......Outdoor Exposition

For details, check calendar of events online at
www.sunyrockland.edu or call 845-574-4032.

www.facebook.com/sunyrcc LIKE il ﬁ

Rockland
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